
Week Ending:  
Friday 18th January

Reminders

•Reading Folders & Books –After 
listening to your child read, please 
sign and date the reading record and 
add a comment, if desired. Then,  
return the book bag, reading book and 
reading record on the day allocated to 
your child. 

•P.E. Kit – Please ensure your child 
has a PE kit in school, for both 
indoor and outdoor activities. P.E days 
are on Monday and Thursday every 
week. 

•Snack Money –Children can purchase a 
piece of fruit for 20p per day (£1 per 
week). Please ensure that all money 
is paid in advance. 

•Water Bottle – Please note that only 
water/flavoured water is permitted -
No squash, juice or fizzy drinks, thank 
you.

•Twitter – Photographs of your 
children and updates on class activities 
are uploaded to @ysgolyddraig. Look 
out for #Thaw.

•Website – www.ysgolyddraig.co.uk

Year 1 Class News at 
Ysgol y Ddraig

This week…
We have been learning to write an informal ‘Thank you’ 

letter to Father Christmas, First, we discussed the 
structure of a letter and then we used our planning 
sheets  (completed last week) to help us to write 

about our presents and special memories of Christmas 
time. We have started our new topic, ‘Memory Box’, 
which has a Knowledge and Understanding (history-
based) focus. During the term, we will be comparing 

the present with the past, recalling special times and 
memories and creating our own memory box or time 

capsule. We have started drawing our self-portrait by 
carefully studying our facial features in a mirror and 

thinking about the lines, shapes and textures. 
In R.E. we continued learning more about Islam and 

the story of Muhammad. Afterwards, we drew a 
picture of a special person in our lives and wrote, 

explaining the reason why they mean so much to us.

Home Learning
Please find this term’s Home Learning grid on the reverse 
of this newsletter. Copies of future weekly newsletters 
and the Home Learning grid for Dosbarth Thaw will be 

available on the Ysgol y Ddraig website.  
A quick reminder of how the homework grid works: 

The four yellow corner boxes suggest activities that 
should be undertaken regularly throughout each week. 
The eight white boxes are topic related activities that 
include opportunities for developing literacy, numeracy 

and ICT skills in different contexts. All of the work 
brought into school is celebrated with the class, which 
then forms part of our class wall display for the topic -

developing over the course of the term. We suggest that 
the children should complete a minimum of three of the 
topic-based activities throughout the Spring term (Jan-
Apr). All activities are intended to encourage parental 

involvement in the fun learning experiences. 
As our school motto says, 

‘Achieve, Challenge, Enjoy’ 

Toys
This term we kindly ask that all toys 

(including soft toys) and small gadgets are 
not brought into school. In addition to the 

possibility of these items being lost or 
broken, they can cause a distraction in the 

classroom.
Thank you for your anticipated support.

Can you help...?
We are looking to develop our outdoor learning space to 

include opportunities for den building, construction , 
creativity, investigation and exploration.  If you have any of 
the following materials, currently unused or unwanted, we 

would gladly welcome contributions of: 
lengths of plastic guttering/ pipes, bamboo, tubing, off-cuts 
of wood/logs, rope, canes, small pebbles, large stones/rocks,  

shells, corks, plastic or real plants, wooden pallets, 
plastic/wooden crates, pegs/large grips, large pieces of 
fabric, old picture frames, small world characters (e.g. 

Mobilo, Lego), cable drums (large/small), off-cuts of fake 
grass, other natural materials and baskets/containers. 

Alternatively, if you have something (not listed) that you 
think would be of use, please pop in to see us. If you need 

any further details, just ask. 
For ideas, please see the images below.

http://www.ysgolyddraig.co.uk/




Practise reading the
high frequency word (HFW) 
wall to develop confident 
word recognition and begin 
to learn how to spell these 
tricky words to improve 

writing fluency.

Make a family tree showing all 
your family members with 
photographs or drawings.

Create a game or new toy to play 
with your friends, or research and 
make a game or toy from the past.

Learn the number double 
facts – doubling numbers up 

to 10
For example, 

1+1+2,  2+2=4, 3+3=6…
9+9=18, 10+10=20

Interview an older member of the 
family to find out about what it 
was like when they were young. 

You could record their answers or 
film the interview to share with 

your class. What type of 
questions could you ask?

Paint, draw or collage a family 
portrait and create a picture 
frame to display the art work. 

Ask a family member about what 
they do during their day. Create a 
timeline to show their daily routine.

Learn a traditional nursery rhyme 
to perform for your friends at 

school.

You could also write it in your 
best handwriting and illustrate 

the border.

Learn the number bonds of 
10 – pairs of numbers that 

add to make 10
For example,

0+10, 1+9, 2+8, 3+7…
Use the same method to 

learn ways of making other 
numbers within 10

Make a scrapbook with photos 
of the people in your family, 

including your parents, 
grandparents and cousins. 

Write sentences to describe 
them and about the things you 

like doing with them.

Draw around a foot or hand of 
each member of your family. Cut 
them out and position in order of 

size. 
Can you measure the cut-out feet 

or hands?

Daily/frequent reading of 
the home reading book and 
practising phonics/grapheme 

recognition to improve 
decoding skills.

The activities in the corner boxes are intended to be prioritised. 
Children may then choose to complete a minimum of 3 other activities at a time suitable to them.  


