
Week Ending:  
Friday 21st June

Reminders

• P.E. Kit –Please ensure your child has 
a PE kit in school, for both indoor and 
outdoor activities. Suitable outdoor 
footwear will be required (eg trainers or 
plimsoles). P.E days are on Monday and 
Thursday every week. 

•Word Walls – Please continue to 
practise the sight words often, as we will 
review them regularly. These words are 
‘look & say’ words and should be 
recognised and read without decoding. 
Rapid recognition improves reading 
accuracy and fluency. As a further 
challenge, your child could also learn to 
spell the words to aid writing fluency.

•Reading Folders & Books –After 
listening to your child read, please sign 
and date the reading record and add a 
comment, if desired. Then, return the 
book bag, reading book and reading 
record on the day allocated to your child. 

•Twitter – Photographs of your children 
and updates on class activities are 
uploaded to @ysgolyddraig. Look out for 
#Thaw.

•Website – www.ysgolyddraig.co.uk

Year 1 Class News at 
Ysgol y Ddraig

This week…
To complete our study of Henri Rousseau we wrote about his art 
work – describing the atmosphere and imagery using wow! words 

and extended sentences. We looked at the mind maps we’d 
created at the beginning of our topic where we considered what 

we already knew about our topic, Rio de Vida, and what we 
wanted to find out during the term.  We used the knowledge 
that we’ve gained to answer some of the important questions 
that we’d asked originally.  From our responses, we were very 
impressed by the amount of facts we had learned and could 

recall about Brazil! We have started to think about Rio and its 
world famous carnival. We watched some film clips of the 

carnival parade and tried to copy some of the dance moves. 
There were lots of large arm gestures, hip wiggling and shoulder 
shimmying movements and we felt quite tired at the end! Later, 

we used the crates and cable drums to build our own carnival 
float in our outdoor area and created our own carnival dances to 
the music of ‘Copacabana’ and other pieces of rhythmical salsa 

music. There are certainly a few natural performers in Dosbarth
Thaw! One of our writing tasks was to design an invitation to a 
carnival. We had to consider the key elements of an invitation, 

such as the date, time and venue and used persuasive language to 
attract the reader.  We also created carnival poems, describing 

the exciting, visual extravaganza by selecting suitable nouns, 
adjectives and verbs to build word pictures. In maths, we 

practised making number bonds for all numbers within 10 and 
used the number facts to add 1-digit numbers to 2-digit 

numbers, following a pattern in an addition number chain, e.g. 
3+4=7, 13+4=17, 23+4=27, 33+4=37 etc…. We’ve continued to 

practise adding and subtracting 10s from any number, 
investigated numbers that can be halved and quartered and  
explored number patterns on a number square. On Thursday 

afternoon, we thoroughly enjoyed participating in the Fitness 
Fayre, which was an event run by the Playground Pals and Food & 

Fitness Pupil Voice groups to help raise funds to buy large 
playground equipment. We had an opportunity to join in some 

games and sports activities organised and run by the children.  

Home Learning
Every week we are surprised more and more by the wonderful 
creativity shown by the children in their Home Learning. This 
week we’ve been able to add a collage about the Rio carnival to 

the fine collection of work on our class topic display. Please, keep 
up the fantastic effort! Every piece of work is truly valued and 

celebrated.

Sports’ Day
It has become apparent that we have many children who 

do not have a P.E. kit in school on a regular basis.
If your child does not have a kit in school, please ensure 

that one is provided from next week onwards for Sports’ 
Day practise and weekly Physical Development activities.

Thank you for your co-operation.

Home Reading Books
Please return the reading folder on the day 

allocated to your child. We have grouped 
the children on specific days throughout 
the week to make the individual reading 

experience pleasurable and more 
manageable on a day-to-day basis and it 
also coordinates with the daily Guided 

Reading activities in class. 
Diolch -Thank you.

Sad Farewell
This week, Dosbarth Thaw had to say a sad farewell to Miss 

Jemma Gwilym, who has been teaching the class since the Easter 
break as part of the final placement in her PGCE course. The 

children made Miss Gwilym a lovely ‘Thank you’ card in 
appreciation of her hard work. We shall all miss her and wish her 
well in her future adventures, as she enters the exciting world 

of teaching.

http://www.ysgolyddraig.co.uk/

