
Week Ending:  
Friday 12th July

Reminders

• P.E. Kit –Please ensure your child has 
a PE kit in school, for both indoor and 
outdoor activities. Suitable outdoor 
footwear will be required (eg trainers or 
plimsoles). P.E days are on Monday and 
Thursday every week. 

•Word Walls – Please continue to 
practise the sight words often, as we will 
review them regularly. These words are 
‘look & say’ words and should be 
recognised and read without decoding. 
Rapid recognition improves reading 
accuracy and fluency. As a further 
challenge, your child could also learn to 
spell the words to aid writing fluency.

•Reading Folders & Books –After 
listening to your child read, please sign 
and date the reading record and add a 
comment, if desired. Then, return the 
book bag, reading book and reading 
record on the day allocated to your child. 

•Twitter – Photographs of your children 
and updates on class activities are 
uploaded to @ysgolyddraig. Look out for 
#Thaw.

•Website – www.ysgolyddraig.co.uk

Year 1 Class News at 
Ysgol y Ddraig

This week…
Our second Move up Monday was lots of fun as we practised
being Year 2 for the day. It has been  great to get to know 
our new teacher and LSA (Miss Cogbill and Miss Rose) and 
to have had the opportunity to work in our new classroom 
area for the day. As it is the 50th anniversary of the first 
Moon Landing on 20th July, we have been learning all about 
this fantastic human achievement during our ‘Hooray for 
Humanities’ week. We started by watching some of the 

original film clips of the event that were broadcast to the 
world and then found out about the Apollo 11 mission to send 

astronauts to the moon and how astronauts can survive in 
space. To test our knowledge, we read some facts about the 

lunar landing and decided which statements were true or 
false. We discovered ‘What is space?’, why we have day and 

night and  information about the Earth’s solar system. 
Having learned the names of the planets in our solar system  
by singing, ‘The Solar System Song’ on You Tube, we were 
able to order the planets from the sun and discover a few 
details about each one, such as, Saturn has 65 moons and 
that 1,300 Earths could fit inside the planet Jupiter! We 
used the Garage Band app to create some space music to 
represent a journey to the Moon. We continued our space 

theme by helping some aliens to distinguish between 
magnetic and non-magnetic materials. We used magnets to 
investigate different materials and grouped them by their 

properties. We discovered that magnets attract metals, but 
not all types of metal. We tested different magnets to find 
out which one could hold the most paperclips end-to-end and 
was therefore the strongest. We also went on a ‘magnetic’ 

hunt to search for as many magnetic objects in the 
classroom as we could find. On Thursday, we had a special 

treat – the science show, Explorer Dome, came to our school 
to teach us more about the Earth, Moon, Sun and stars. It 
was very informative and really exciting!  To end the week, 
we held an ‘Hooray for Humanities’ Fair where all classes 
from across the school had an opportunity to share their 
learning about the first manned landing on the Moon. This 

week has truly been out of this world!

Home Learning
A last minute entry for our ‘Rio de Vida’ home learning – a 

spectacular carnival outfit, full of colour, frills, glitter and 
the odd parrot!  Designed by one of our creative Dosbarth 
Thaw children and lovingly made by a very talented Auntie. 

It certainly gave us a big ‘Wow!’ moment this week! 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our class 
topic displays throughout the year. We hope that the 

children have enjoyed completing them as much as we’ve 
enjoyed sharing their learning in the classroom.

Dates for the Diary

Friday 19th July – Last day of the 
Summer Term

Home Readers
This week is the last week that reading 
books are being sent home from school. 
Please ensure that your child’s reading 
folder and reading books are returned 
next week so that they can be passed 

on to the next teacher in readiness for 
September.  

Please return the reading folders by 
Wednesday 17th July.

Thank you!

http://www.ysgolyddraig.co.uk/

