
Week Ending:  
Friday 15th March
Reminders

•Home Learning - The Home Learning Grid 
for Dosbarth Thaw is available on the Ysgol
y Ddraig website.

•P.E. Kit – Every Thursday, for the 
next 3-4 weeks, the children are going 
to be participating in a special series 
of sessions teaching basic cricket 
skills. Please ensure your child has a PE 
kit in school, for both indoor and outdoor 
activities. Suitable outdoor footwear will 
be required (eg trainers or plimsoles). P.E 
days are on Monday and Thursday every 
week. 

•Reading Folders & Books –After listening 
to your child read, please sign and date 
the reading record and add a comment, 
if desired. Then,  return the book bag, 
reading book and reading record on the day 
allocated to your child. 

•Twitter – Photographs of your children 
and updates on class activities are uploaded 
to @ysgolyddraig. Look out for #Thaw.

•Website – www.ysgolyddraig.co.uk

Year 1 Class News at 
Ysgol y Ddraig

This week…
We have participated in activities to help celebrate British 

Science Week 2019 and Fairtrade Fortnight. This year’s theme 
for British Science Week is ‘Journeys’, in recognition of the 25th

anniversary of the Channel Tunnel. We learned about light and 
shadows by investigating which materials made the best or worst 

shadows. We discovered that light travels in straight lines and can 
pass through some materials better than others. We described 
the materials as being either opaque, translucent or transparent 

and sorted them according to their properties. Through our 
exploration, we found out that shadows are created when the path 

of light is blocked and that the best materials for creating 
shadows were opaque. We also found out how our five senses help 
us to learn about the world around us and created a simple fact 

sheet on the computer using Jit5 (Hwb). We enjoyed playing 
games to help us understand the meaning and importance of 
Fairtrade. The Fairtrade Fortnight 2019 theme was ‘Cocoa’. 
Through pictures and film, we discovered lots of information 

about the ‘supply chain’ - from the cocoa farmers in Ghana to the 
chocolate bars on the supermarket shelves. Earlier in the week, 
we discussed then wrote a list of the top five items to put into 

our memory boxes as keepsakes. On Friday morning, we welcomed 
three special visitors into our class to help us learn about looking 
after a baby and understanding how a baby changes and develops 

as it grows. We had considered and prepared the questions we 
wanted to ask – there were lots of them! It was a lovely end to  

our busy and varied week!

Home Learning
We’re delighted to announce that the overall winner of the 

inter-school STEM competition to design a vehicle that could 
travel 1m was our very own Gianna! Llongyfarchiadau mawr

iawn!!  Well done to everyone who participated in the 
challenge-all of your models were amazing! Topic home 

learning activities are still being completed and are being 
celebrated on our class wall display. There’s still plenty of 

time to have a go, if your child hasn’t already done so! 

Dates for the Diary
Tuesday 19th March – Multi Sport Festival, 
Atlantic College
Wednesday 27th March – class visit to 
Cardiff Wales Airport
Thursday 4th April – class visit to St. Fagan’s.
Wednesday 10th April – ‘Show and See’ 
afternoon, 2-3pm

Please return the consent slips and payment 
(for the St. Fagan’s visit only). Diolch!

Memory Box
This week, the children have brought home a ‘starter’ list of 

special objects they’d like to put into their memory box. 
Following discussion at home, their initial collection of 

keepsakes can be added to over the next few of weeks. 
Please see the page below for further details. 

The Big Dragon Dance
The Big Dragon Dance rehearsals have continued this week and it 
has been lots of fun learning some of the movements for the 
different dances from different periods in history. The children 
have worked very hard to perfect quite a challenging routine! For 
the Big Dragon Dance itself, scheduled for Monday 18th March 
@ 2.15pm, we’d like the children to wear trainers and leggings/ 
jogging bottoms and jumpers in monochrome colours (black, 
white, grey) on the day. They’ll need to be dressed in warm 
clothing as it’s an outdoor event; so wearing a T-shirt would not 
be enough.

Rural Vale Multi Sport Festival Trip
Year 1 have been invited to attend a fantastic 
morning of multi-sport activities at Atlantic 
College, St. Donat’s on Tuesday 19th March –
from 10am-12pm. The activities are free of 
charge and transport is provided. A consent 
letter has been sent home.  Please complete 
and return by Monday 18th March. If there 
are any queries with regard to the trip, please 
come and speak to a member of the Year 1 
staff.

http://www.ysgolyddraig.co.uk/


Memory Box
A memory box is a special place to keep 

important and treasured memories.  
Special things could be an old toy, 

something they had as a baby, letters, 
postcards, drawings, photographs and 

other keepsakes of precious and 
memorable times.

As part of our topic, we’d like every child to 
make their own special memory box or, 

alternatively, a time capsule. This could be 
made from a shoebox (or similar), decorated 
with lovely colours, papers and materials or 

perhaps collaged using stickers, stamps, photos 
of themselves and the family, events or places 
visited. The inside of the box could be padded 

with tissue, foam or bubble wrap . Maybe it 
could have compartments for different objects. 

The children will bring home a list of special 

things that they’d like to collect and include in 

their box. This initial list of ‘treasures’ can then 

be added to at home. There are lots of ideas and 

suggestions for memory box contents available on 

the internet.

Towards the end of our topic, we will ask the 
children to bring their box into school to 

share with their friends.  You will also have 
an opportunity to see all of the memory 

boxes made by the children during our ‘Show 
& See’ afternoon on Wednesday 10th April.

The children could add written messages on small 
cards, noting things that they love and enjoy now, 
their best friend/s,  hobbies or interests etc...

The children could attach a small label or tag to 

each item in their box to remind them of why it’s 

important or special to them. Luggage labels 

would be good way of doing this.


