
Week Ending:  
Friday 15th February

Reminders

•Home Learning - The Home Learning 
Grid for Dosbarth Thaw is available on 

the Ysgol y Ddraig website.

•Reading Folders & Books –After 
listening to your child read, please sign 
and date the reading record and add a 
comment, if desired. Then,  return the 
book bag, reading book and reading 
record on the day allocated to your child. 

•Word Walls – Please continue to 
practise the sight words regularly, as we 
will review them regularly. These words 
are ‘look & say’ words and should be 
recognised and read instantly, without 
decoding. As a further challenge, your 
child could also learn to spell the words 
to aid writing fluency.

•P.E. Kit – Please ensure your child has 
a PE kit in school, for both indoor and 
outdoor activities. P.E days are on 
Monday and Thursday every week. 

•Snack Money –Children can purchase a 
piece of fruit for 20p per day (£1 per 
week). Please ensure that all money is 
paid in advance. 

•Twitter – Photographs of your children 
and updates on class activities are 
uploaded to @ysgolyddraig. Look out for 
#Thaw.

•Website – www.ysgolyddraig.co.uk

Year 1 Class News at 
Ysgol y Ddraig

This week…
We have started to think about our St David’s Day 

celebrations that will take place on Monday 4th March. All 
Foundation Phase children are taking part in three class 
competitions: handwriting, writing a poem in a particular 

style (with a Welsh theme) and a piece of art stimulated by 
the work of a Welsh artist. Our List Poem is entitled, 
‘Wonderful Wales’. For this we began by talking about 

symbols of Wales and made a mind map of our ideas and key 
words. From this list, we selected our favourites and then 
had to think of adjectives to describe them, e.g. ancient, 
stone castles, golden beaches, fierce, red dragon etc… 

Using a writing frame, we wrote our descriptive images in 
the form of a list and illustrated our poem.  For our 

handwriting competition, we copied a well-known Welsh 
rhyme and had to ensure that the letters all ‘sat’ on the 

line, were correctly formed and were the same size- with 
clear ascenders and descenders. We had to take our time 
because there was a lot to consider! We also started to 

learn the Welsh song and poem that we will perform for the 
other Foundation Phase classes during our special 

celebration assembly.  To help us understand where Wales 
is in the world, we used a simple atlas and globe to find 
Wales (and the UK). After reading a story together, we 
tried to locate significant places in Wales that the story 

characters had visited. Continuing our work on the Chinese 
New Year, we completed the group ribbon dances that we’d 

planned and practised last week – to show changing body 
shapes and working at different levels. Afterwards, we 

evaluated each other’s performance, expressing our opinions 
and considering the viewpoints of others. In R.E., we 
revisited the story of Muhammad and discussed the 

similarities and differences within our class group. Our yoga 
story also talked about respecting everyone’s differences 
and showing love and care for one another. As part of our 
‘Memory Box’ topic, we have been introduced to a few old-

fashioned games, such as Jacks, hopscotch and 
clapping/skipping rhymes. We shall be learning how to play 

many more throughout the term.

Home Learning
Thank you to the families who’ve contributed samples of 
work this week. Please, remember that the activities are 
set for the duration of the whole Spring Term and are 

intended as fun, shared experiences between you and your 
child. So, there’s plenty of time for you both to have a go 

completing at least two-three of the suggested ‘challenges’ 
in the coming weeks! 

Dates for the Diary
Wednesday 27th March – class trip to 
Cardiff Wales Airport
Thursday 4th April – class trip to St. 
Fagan’s, incorporating two workshops 
about toys long ago and a trip to the old 
Victorian school. 

Thank you to all parents who have 
volunteered to join us on our trips. 
Letters, with consent slips, will be 

coming home soon.                

Photographs needed...
Thank you for sending photographs of your children into 
school. We will be using the photographs, as part of our 

class activities, after the half-term break - as there are a 
few children’s photographs outstanding.

http://www.ysgolyddraig.co.uk/


Can you help...?
We are looking to develop our outdoor learning 
space to include opportunities for den building, 

construction , creativity, investigation and 
exploration.  If you have any of the following 
materials, currently unused or unwanted, we 

would gladly welcome contributions of: 
lengths of plastic guttering/ pipes, bamboo, 
tubing, off-cuts of wood/logs, rope, canes, 
small pebbles, large stones/rocks,  shells, 

corks, plastic or real plants, wooden pallets, 
plastic/wooden crates, pegs/large grips, large 

pieces of fabric, old picture frames, small world 
characters (e.g. Mobilo, Lego), cable drums 

(large/small), off-cuts of artificial grass, other 
natural materials and baskets/containers. 

Alternatively, if you have something (not listed) 
that you think would be of use, please pop in to 

see us. If you need any further details, just 
ask. 

Donations requested
We are in need of cardboard tubes (such as kitchen paper 
rolls and wrapping paper rolls – no toilet rolls, please) and 

cereal boxes or similar, for the children to build structures, 
models and toys as part of our topic work. 


