
Week Ending:  
Friday 8th February

Reminders

•Home Learning - The Home Learning 
Grid for Dosbarth Thaw is available on 

the Ysgol y Ddraig website.

•Reading Folders & Books –After 
listening to your child read, please sign 
and date the reading record and add a 
comment, if desired. Then,  return the 
book bag, reading book and reading 
record on the day allocated to your child. 

•Word Walls – Please continue to 
practise the sight words regularly, as we 
will review them regularly. These words 
are ‘look & say’ words and should be 
recognised and read instantly, without 
decoding. As a further challenge, your 
child could also learn to spell the words 
to aid writing fluency.

•P.E. Kit – Please ensure your child has 
a PE kit in school, for both indoor and 
outdoor activities. P.E days are on 
Monday and Thursday every week. 

•Snack Money –Children can purchase a 
piece of fruit for 20p per day (£1 per 
week). Please ensure that all money is 
paid in advance. 

•Twitter – Photographs of your children 
and updates on class activities are 
uploaded to @ysgolyddraig. Look out for 
#Thaw.

•Website – www.ysgolyddraig.co.uk

Year 1 Class News at 
Ysgol y Ddraig

This week…
We have focused on two important events that have taken 

place this week – Safer Internet Day and Chinese New Year. 
The theme of this year’s Safer Internet Day was, ‘Together 
for a Better Internet’. We discussed how to use the internet 
responsibly and how we can stay safe by not sharing personal 

information  whilst using the internet. We discovered that our 
activity on the internet creates a digital footprint that is 

difficult to erase - so, it’s important to be aware of what type 
of information is shared for others to see.  We learned about 
why Chinese New Year is an important festival for many people 

across the world and how it is celebrated. Some of our 
activities included following instructions to make a lucky money 

envelope; colouring lanterns in the lucky colours of red and 
yellow to show which numbers were odd or even; and creating a 
mind map to show the key features of the celebration  - then 

using this information to write some facts about the festival in 
full sentences. We continued the Chinese New Year theme in 

our Forest School activities by making blossom branches from 
which to suspend the bird mobiles that we made last week. We 
also hung our special ‘New Year’ wishes onto the branches of 

our Wishing Tree, which is part of ancient Chinese tradition. In 
maths, we have been adding three single-digit numbers to find 
a total and adding single-digit numbers that make the number 

bonds to 10. We continued to practise our knowledge of number 
pairs that make 10 on our Active Learn game, ‘Mushroom 

Mayhem’.  In R.E. we considered Muhammad’s role as a leader 
and the qualities of a good leader. Then, we thought about what 

qualities make us special and important as individuals. 

Home Learning
Thank you to the children who’ve brought in some  of their 
work this week. We have seen posters, family portraits in 

decorated frames and several different interpretations of a 
family tree. Each piece has encouraged much discussion and 

enjoyment and it’s lovely to see our class topic display beginning 
to take shape! 

Dates for the Diary
Wednesday 27th March – class trip to 
Cardiff Wales Airport
Thursday 4th April – class trip to St. 
Fagan’s, incorporating two workshops 
about toys long ago and a trip to the old 
Victorian school. 

If anyone is able to volunteer their 
time and help on either or both trips, 
please let us know as soon as possible. 

Diolch!                 

Photographs needed...
Please would you send photographs of your child as a baby and
as a toddler (or of early nursery school age) into school, in a 

named envelope by the end of next week. We will return the 
photographs at the end of our topic. Thank you to the parents 
who have already provided us with photographs. It is important 
that all children  have a set of photographs to enable them to 

participate fully in the activities planned.

Lost Property Appeal
In recent weeks, three children have misplaced an item of 
clothing. Sadly, despite a rigorous search, the two school 

sweatshirts and fleece jacket have not been located. All items 
are named and one of the jumpers and the fleece have initials 
embroidered onto the fabric. Please would you check to see 

whether any of the above mentioned articles of clothing have 
mistakenly made their way into your home. Many thanks!

http://www.ysgolyddraig.co.uk/


Can you help...?
We are looking to develop our outdoor learning 
space to include opportunities for den building, 

construction , creativity, investigation and 
exploration.  If you have any of the following 
materials, currently unused or unwanted, we 

would gladly welcome contributions of: 
lengths of plastic guttering/ pipes, bamboo, 
tubing, off-cuts of wood/logs, rope, canes, 
small pebbles, large stones/rocks,  shells, 

corks, plastic or real plants, wooden pallets, 
plastic/wooden crates, pegs/large grips, large 

pieces of fabric, old picture frames, small world 
characters (e.g. Mobilo, Lego), cable drums 

(large/small), off-cuts of artificial grass, other 
natural materials and baskets/containers. 

Alternatively, if you have something (not listed) 
that you think would be of use, please pop in to 

see us. If you need any further details, just 
ask. 

Donations requested
We are in need of cardboard tubes (such as kitchen paper 
rolls and wrapping paper rolls – no toilet rolls, please) and 

cereal boxes or similar, for the children to build structures, 
models and toys as part of our topic work. 


